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what seems indicated by his public declaration relative to the alien & sedition acts, it would have been better that his insignificant predecessor should have been reflected. There never has been an instance where the commencement of a political career was so important as is that of General Marshall." 1
Apprehension and uncertainty as to Marshall's course in the House was in the minds of even the Federalist leaders who were out of the country. The American Minister at The Hague was as much troubled about Marshall as were the Federalist politicians at home: "If M[arshall]'s silly declaration on the inexpediency of the Sedition law does not entangle him he may be very useful.5'2 But Murray was uneasy: "Marshall, I fear, comes in on middle ground, and when a man plays the amiable in a body like that [House of Representatives] he cannot be counted [on], but he will vote generally right. I was amiable the first session! It cannot last." 3
Jefferson, of course, was much depressed by the Federalist congressional victories, which he felt "are extremely to be regretted." He was especially irritated by Marshall's election: It "marks a taint in that part of the State which I had not expected." He was venomous toward Henry for having helped Marshall: "His [Henry's] apostacy, must be unaccountable to those who do not know all the recesses of his heart." 4
1  Sedgwick to King, July 26,1799; King, iii, 69.
2  Murray to J. Q. Adams, June 25, 1799; Letters: Ford, 566. 8 Murray to J. Q. Adams, July 1, 1799; &>., 568.